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their conditions for Years"'

were destroYed
As Dr. Muscari surveyed the \l,reckage of 38 equiPrnent from the other oflices in his Practice and

had lost everYthing. purchased some equiPment and furniture. He rent-

{ sronr BY JLiLIE ,Ir\coB The town did need him,
saitl Eva Smith, President of
the MuIIens Chamber of

was enloymg a round of golf with Commerce. "Dr. N{uscari PIaYed a big part il bring-

8, 2001, when a thunderstorm hit. As ing the businesses back. We had 62 businesses that

golf course, he cailed iriends rvere flooded, and our pharmacist and Dr. Nluscari

about 30 miles away, to see if rvalked the entire to\l"n area ... and convinced most

of those business owners to come back to business."

grim. Come home, he was told. Within three daYs. he and his staff had his Prac-

flash flood. and lvater is uP to the tice uP and running again in a pediatric medicine

trailer borrorted from Marshall University. The

to$,n's u.ater suPPlY was contaminated and he had

to rely on bottled rvater, rvhich was hauled in bY the

truckloads. He also had to forgo several procedures

and do lvithout,vears of medical records-

Meanwhile, Dr. Niuscari obtained some low-in-

terest federal Smail Business Administration and

state loans to cover the cost of building a new ollice

next door to his o1d one, He obtained some medical

The nerv office is even better than the old one' he

.ric-lt tro. computerized diagnostic radiology

"q"ip-""t, 
rvhicli allolls hiln to se11d ]i-ravs to or-

ii*iJi" .".g.orts in Princeton, w Va Soon it will

harL a computerized ntedical records system'
^'* 

e; ilreie lvere times during the months of re-

building ivhen nr. I\'{uscari felt discouraged"-:;i;i'h" 
beginning I $'as a iittle down but the

nfu.. i,iluff ful. .aiJ Dr. NIr.rsc:rri. \lv nife died o[

i"n."t .igfl J exrs ago anrl I ' antc up u ith pt osta-te

;;;; il'ear ago. This al1 changes vour attitude'
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[I1't as important as it used to be "*--iir" 
t 

"ra"si 
part of rebuilding lvas reconstruct-

trr* i5. sa 1 eari oI petieut records that nad beett
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^,uu: 

Dr. Niuscari pieced thent rogcthcr bv

i"i"ri-iu*i"e patients about their medical histories

"'irl" 
iir"v cime in for appointments and obtaining

"opi.t 
of i""o.at from specialists and the practice's

other offices."l;tD;. 
Nluscari wanted to do even more to heip

his town. fire building housing the local Dollar Gen'

"iJt 
ua U""r. a".tr:oyerl, and tire o$ners didn't lvant

i" rJ"la. So Dr. Ivluscari bought a vacant building

ao*" ifr" .tru"t. gotted and rehabbed it and leased it
to the Dollar General comPan-v'-- lliv" ,.""d the businesses here " Dr' \'luscari
stressed. "Being a businessman, I want the rest of

the tolvn to survive The more Peo-

years ofPractice, he realized he

His medical records, furniture and equiPment had ed a double-rvide trailer and practiced from it until

all been swePt away or ruined bY the torrent ofmud his nerv office rvas finished in late October 2001'

and water.
"The door was gone offthe front

ofthe office, the equipment from the

back part ofthe Practice was out in
the street, and I found rubber
stamps and materials a half'mile
rlown the road, ' said Dr. Muscari, a

family physician from Marietta,
Ohio, who oPened his Practice in
Mullens in 1963, shortlY after com-
pleting his internship.

To make matters worse, Dr' Mus-

cari had cancelled his flood insur-
ance about 10 years earlier because

there had never been a flood in the

town. At least his home, located oq a

hillside, was safe.
Dr. Muscari was 65. The easiest

thing to alo would have been to re-
tire, His two sons and another co1-

league share his Practice and run
three other offices about 10 miies
away. Mu-llens residents could go to

them for care. Dr. Muscari had en-

dured a bout with Prostate cancer
and was enjoying good heaith and

had golf and outside interests to
keep him busy.

frn*ever. as he and a friend. the

town's Pharmacist, surveYed the
damage to the business district, Dr'
Muscari realized he couldn't leave'
Even driving a short distance on

twisting, icy winter roads would be

a hardship for the town's elderly res-

idents. What's more, the loss of his
practice and the four jobs it created
would be one more blow to the tovrn'
which had been losing PeoPle and

businesses for Years due to the de-

cline of the coal-mining industry'
"I thought this is the end of the

Dractice, but no, You don't quit that
easily," said Dr. Muscari. "These
peopie dePend on me, and I wasn't

eoing to iet them down nod' "' I
.ieeded to be here in Mullens. People

nle we get to shop downtown, the
'netter oif we ali will be. " I felt it
was part of my duty and moral oblig-

ation to heIP."
None of this surPrises his friend,

Randall Short, DO, a family PhYsi-
cian in ChaPmanvilte, W'Va' Dr'
Muscari is "just very dedicated' "'
He feels responsible to People in
Mullens and even in the counry'"

For his contributions to rebuild-
ing Muilens' business district, Dr'
Muscari received the Business Hero

of the Year award from the local
chamber of colnmerce.

The flood was a hard blow to a

town already struggling with the
losses of businesses and jobs, he

said. What made it worse was the
feeling among residents that years

of stiip-mining and timbering in-
creased the water runoff and con-

tributed to the flooding.
The town residents went though

a period of depression, Dr. Muscari
said, but the events of Sept. 11, 2001,

put things in Perspective.
"TheY saYv how things could have

been much worse. We are mountain
people and real resfient to things of
this nature."

He's 66 now, but Dr' Muscari isn't
thinking about retirement. "I don't
want to quit. What else would I do?"

in JulY, the town celebrated its
rebirth on the one-year anniversary
of the flood with a quiet ceremony in
the Mullens community center' Oth-

erwise, it was business as usual'
"Everything is back to normal,"

said Dr. Muscari, notirig with pride
the rebuilt businesses - the barber
shop, the florist, the PharmacY -
thai line the streets of MuIIens'
"We're aII Proud of the fact that
we've come back." *
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