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An educator's education

lThe Scholarships Fund Pool for Low-lncome

ICountries makes it possible .for 1-schoot
\JJ.^i.it rator to return to the classroom'

Iuy .luti. A. Jacob
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During the summer of 2002, when
FoxJones was visiting Estonia in
connection with the project, Raie
mentioned her dream of studying
in the United States. Fox-Jones sug-
gested that she apply for an Am-
bassadorial Scholarship. Not two
years later, Raie was off to Chicago.

Nomme-Tallinn, the same Rotary
club that has supported Raie! school
in Estonia, serves as her sponsor club.
Ihe Rotary Club of Chicago is her host
club in the United States, and Chicago
Rotarian Jack Hedrich and his wifg
Jung are her local guides. Raie stayed
with the Hedrichs while she hunted for
an apartment, and they taught her the
ropes of big-city life. Jack calls Raie his
"adopted Estonian daughter."

"She exceeds any expectations
that I  had," he says. " l  would be
del ighted to host more Am-
bassadorial Scholars." Raie, for her
part, can't get enough of Rotary. She
eagerly accepts all invitations to
speak at club meetings, even flying to
Colorado to address Denver South-
east Rotarians.

"l love going to all these Rotary
meetings," says Raie. "First to say

thank you ... because it is really fab-
ulous ,.. and to tellthem as much as
I can about my country."

Liv ing large
RAIE LOVES Chicago and Loyola,
and she feels fortunate to be living in
a city with such strong ties to Rotary
- even though she hadn't planned it
that way.

"My sponsor club asked me to
learn more about all kinds of educa-
tional programs and Rotary pro-

THE R0TARIAN + N0VEMBER 2004

l "This is an adventune, and I  am only pantway thnough.
I  Who knows what the road wi l l  bning." -  Karr in Raie

grams," she explains. "Ihis is the best
placg the birthplace of Rotary. I didn't
know that when I applied to Loyola.
Aren't I luc$?"

Despite her grueling academic
schedulg Raie finds time to explore
the city. Estonian friends in Chicago
gave her a bicycle, and she loves rid-
ing it along the lakefront. Ihe city's
size amazes her. Estonia is small,
about twice the size of Vermont, with
a population of about 1.4 million.
Raie says a person can drive from one
end of Estonia to the other in a few
hours. In Chicagq it can take hours
just to get to the other side of town.

"Tallinn is a medieval city, built
in the 12th century. lt 's tiny. Small.
Narrow. Chicago is so different. lt's
huge," says Raig noting she will never
forget her first view of the skyllne.

At Loyola, Raie appreciates the
cooperative relationship between stu-
dents and professors. "lt reminds me
of schools in ancient Greece or Rome
that have the scholar and disciplel"
she says. "lt 's the true essence of
academic. lt really is outstanding,"

Enruin H. Epstein, a professor of cul-
tural and educational policy studiel

taught a seminar Raie took last
semester on comparative perspectives
on school choice. He says she was a
model student who contributed her
experiences as an educator in Estonia.

"lt was amazing to observe how
well and quickly she absorbed every-
thing thrown at her in the course,
especially in view of her being from
another country with a different lan-
guage and educational structure,"
says Epstein, whose first encounter
with an Ambassadorial Scholar clearly

left a favorable impression. "Couldn't
you have them send us a few more
like her?" he ask.

Shaping change
WH E N RAI E completes her studies
at Loyola, she hopes to use her
knowledge to improve her country!
educational system. She says Estonia's
schoolt funded by the government,
are good - especially for talented
children. Still, she believes more can
be done for students with disabilities
(her own school's mainstreaming
efforts are unusual in Estonia) and to
help children cope with problems.

"Schools have to function more
like social activities," she says, her
voice warm with enthusiasm as she
explains her philosophy of education.
"lfyou are a devoted teacher, you care
about the children. The child brings (to
school) the grandfather's sicknest the



parents'divorce, the
father losing a job.
\,ve try to help the
child there, instead of
sending him to a different Place'"

Government reforms allowing

nore flexibility in cuniculums and

enabling parents to use vouchers t0

choose their children's schools will

take effect in January. Raie supports

:ne changes, saying education is cru-

::al because people are her country's

r€st resource. "We don't have oil; we

:on't have gold. lt's human brains"'

This is an excrting time for Estonia,

'ays Raie. In the 13 Years since it

:€came independent from the Soviet

-nion in 1991, the country nas

:een transformed. lt recently joined

:.e European Union and NATO. "l've

,ed history" she saYs simPlY. "lt has

:'anged completely. lt is hard for the

: Cer people because their world sort
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HELPED RAIE ADJUST

TO LIFE IN THE BIG CITY.

of collapsed. But, of

course, everyone who

is young enough to

take advantage of it

is real ly applauding. The countrY

is growing so fast."
When she returns from Chicago,

Raie will be even better prepared to

contribute to that growth.Ihe schol-

arship is a dream come true, sne

repeats again and again.
" I will definitelY not forget Rotary"

she says. "This is an adventurg and l

am only paftwaYthrough'Who knows

what the road will bring." .

Julie A. lacob is a frelance writer basd

in Chrcago.
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Read how another Foundatron Educational

Program of the Foundation, Group Stud

Exchange, affected an Egyptian doctors

life and career, later this month at

wuff v. rotary.orq/newsroom

ll I ow, PerhaPs more than ever,

I lI the world needs leaders

and scholars who can help navigate

the complexities of conflict - and

sometimes Prevent it. Enter the

Rotary Centers for International

Studies in Peace and conflict

resolution. Established in 1999

to advance knowledge of issues

related to peace and goodwill,

causes of confl ict, and world under-

standing, the RotarY Centers are

designed to educate capable leaders

who will go on to work in Peace-

building fields. Each Year, RotarY

selects up to 70 scholars to study at

one of seven Rotary centers worlo-

wide. The candidates pursue tvvo-year

master's-level degree Programs in

conflict resolution, peace studies,

and international relations, using

the break between Years of studY

to gain field exPerience.

The first class of RotarY World

Peace Scholars, a diverse and highly

qualified grouP rePresenting 28

different countries and together

speaking more than 41 languages,

began their studies in 2002 and

graduated in 2004. TheY are now

working to further Peace and
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Educating for Peace

but program funding depends solely

on the generosity of Rotarians world-

wide. US$70.9 mill ion is needed to

endow the RotarY Centers, and as of

the end of the 2003-04 Rotary Year,

approximately $7.9 mill ion had been

gifted and committed. Rotarians can

continue to support the Rotary World

Peace Scholars and RotarY Centers

through their district and through

individual contributions.

District suPPort All districts

are encouraged to allocate moneY

from their District Designated

Fund (DDF) to support Rotary

World Peace Scholars' Any district

that commits us$25,000 per year

or U5$50,000 everY other Year

to support a Rotary World Peace

Scholar at one of the seven

centers will be known as a RotarY

Centers Peacebuilder Disnict.

Individual suPPort Rotarians

can support the RotarY Centers bY

establishing an endowed fund -

a restricted gift to the Permanent

Fund, the Foundation's endowment

0ther gift ing oPPortunities are

also available.

understanding around the

world as policYmakers, field

workers, and educators.

Support Peace The Rotary

Foundation Trustees Provide tor

administration of the Rotary Centers,

For more information

about contributing to

the RotarY Centers, e-mail

gibsonj@rotarYintl.org.

I

I
NOVEMBER 2oo4 + THE R0TARIAN


